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Main Pillars EUDRS



PA7 Knowledge Society

• Priority Area 07 "To develop the Knowledge Society (research, education 
and ICT)" is coordinated by Slovakia and Serbia, with the involvement of a 
wide network of key players.

Aims:

• To invest 3% of GDP in Research and Development by 2020;

• Broadband access for all EU citizens in the Region by 2013;

• Increase the number of patents obtained in the Region by 
50%;

• Greater share of EU population age 30-34 with tertiary 
education – aiming towards 40% by 2020;

• To reach 20% of academic mobility by 2020.



PA8 Competitiveness
• Priority Area 08 "To support the competitiveness of enterprises" is coordinated by the 

Land Baden-Württemberg (Germany) and Croatia with the involvement of a wide 
network of key players.

• Action - “To foster cooperation and exchange of knowledge between SMEs, 
academia and the public sector in areas of competence in the Danube 
Region”.

• Action - “To improve business support to strengthen the capacities of SMEs 
for cooperation and trade”.

• Action - “To support enterprises through high performing training and 
qualification schemes”

• Action - “To prioritise the effective implementation of measures provided for 
under the Small Business Act for Europe

• Action - “To improve the competitiveness of rural areas and in particular of 
the agricultural sector”

• Action - “To eliminate cross border barriers and bottlenecks to people and 
business - Seamless Europe for a livable Danube Region.”

• Action - “To improve framework conditions for SMEs in areas where 
competitive infrastructure is missing”.



Administrative framework

• Coordination and Support Action for International 
Cooperation in Research and Innovation

• Project start: January 1, 2014

• Project duration: 36 months

• Received funding from the European Union’s Seventh 
Framework Programme for research, technological 
development and demonstration (FP7) under grant 
agreement no 609497

• EC funding: approx. 2 mln.  €



Embedded in EUSDR

• EU Strategy for the Danube Region

• Supporting Priority Area 7 “Knowledge Society” and 
Priority Area 8 “Competitiveness” (and PA2 “Energy” 
and others) -> when it comes to Research and 
Innovation

• Through partners (acting also as contact points) and 
extended networks active in all countries and 
beyond the Danube Region 





19 partners …



… from 14 countries



• Creating a database of organizations active in the 
regions, mapping stakeholders and projects

• Policy dialogue and policy framework coordination

• Research and innovation actors and projects

• Some activities: special focus on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy for the bioeconomy

Mapping stakeholders



Bringing people together

Creating a calendar on RTDI (policy) 
events - publicly available

and organizing events on different 
levels (of policy stakeholders, actors 
active in technology transfer, smart 
specialization or other support 
activities for research and innovation 
in the region)



Increasing funding possibilities

Sharing information about calls for 
proposals and other funding 
opportunities 

and working on the scaling up of 
Danube Funding Mechanisms (creating 
a funding partners platform, supporting 
the EUREKA Danube call etc.) 

and supporting the “labelling” process 
for EUSDR projects



Sharing information

Creating a Platform – www.danube-inco.net – and a 
newsletter which improve the information exchange on 
Research and Innovation in the Danube Region

The newsletter is received by 12.000 contacts, you are 
invited to use it as YOUR dissemination channel.



Workpackage structure

WP1 Project Management

WP2 Policy Dialogue

WP3 Tackling Societal Challenges: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

in a Bio-based Economy

WP4 Analytical Evidence on Research and Innovation in the Danube Region

WP5 Promoting Innovative and Inclusive Danube Societies

WP6 Scaling up Danube Funding Mechanisms

WP7 Communication and Dissemination

Context of the workshop –> 
next presentation



Workshop

European Research and Innovation Programmes: 
fostering the participation of Danube region 

stakeholders in Horizon2020 with a special focus 
on SMEs 



Multidisciplinary diagram of Odessa region  with the 
constituents of innovative capacity (2013)



Політичні рекомендації: Висновки

• Повинно бути забезпечено співробітництво між державним і 
приватним сектором у сфері Дослідницької та Інноваційної
діяльності. Зокрема, напрямок комунікацій має змінюватися в 
бік малого та середнього бізнесу. Мобілізувати для науково-
дослідної діяльності та інновацій, в тому числі рольової моделі
(приклади) методи, сучасні комунікації (на старт-ап рівнів) і 
метод "ставити правильні питання».

• Мережа НКП повинна підтримуватися різними способами на 
національному та регіональному рівнях. Таким чином, вони 
будуть зосереджені на конкуренції та  бажанні показати хороші
результати, приклади. Взаємодія з МСП повинна включати НКП 
мережі, такі як НКП академії, NCP_WIDE.Net.

• МСП повинні бути залучені за допомогою методу додаткового
включення і методу занурення, як, наприклад, в EUREKA та 
транскордонних програмах (INTERREG) в технологічний прогрес
і просування інновацій.



Інструменти

• Передача технологій  - DTC

• Наукова мобільність 

• Ринок інновацій

• Нові програми 

• Залучення «великого бізнесу » > 50 млн  / рік

• Фонд – DRIFT

• Performance Base Development ….



Workpackage structure

WP1 Project Management

WP2 Policy Dialogue

WP3 Tackling Societal Challenges: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

in a Bio-based Economy

WP4 Analytical Evidence on Research and Innovation in the Danube Region

WP5 Promoting Innovative and Inclusive Danube Societies

WP6 Scaling up Danube Funding Mechanisms

WP7 Communication and Dissemination



T3.3 Pilot Activities 2015

3 Clustering 
Workshops

• Italy, M14 on ERIC (CEI)

• Germany, M16 on ETP (SIG)

• Germany, M19 on KIC (DLR)

Submission of 
proposals for 

T3.3 Pilot 
Actions

• M19-M21

Selection of T3.3 
Pilot Actions

M22-M23 (announcement at 
the GA Meeting M24)



Renewal Energy and 
Wetland Restoration in Ukraine



Commercial Results 

 Pilot trial produced about 300 tons of pellet 

from October 2012 to December 2015, with 

increasing efficiency and quality

 Local market supplied with pellet at target 

price of €120 / ton

 A more powerful mill will be supplied by a 

Ukrainian company in June and production 

scaled up to reach full capacity (1200 

tons/year) by end of 2016

 Additional investment will be needed to 

expand operations to other sites



Workpackage structure

WP1 Project Management

WP2 Policy Dialogue

WP3 Tackling Societal Challenges: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

in a Bio-based Economy

WP4 Analytical Evidence on Research and Innovation in the Danube Region

WP5 Promoting Innovative and Inclusive Danube Societies

WP6 Scaling up Danube Funding Mechanisms

WP7 Communication and Dissemination



WP 5: Promoting Innovative and Inclusive Danube Societies

T5.1: Smart Specialised Danube - JRC

T5.2: Danube Transfer Centres - SEZ

T5.3: Development and “Labeling” of Danube Region projects and proposals-UNS



EU: 161 regions from 23 MS + 17 MS

Non-EU: 6 non-EU regions  + 1 non-EU 
country (RS)

Danube: New members B-W and RS!

25Source: S3 Platform, December  2014

60 peer-reviewed regions

15 peer-reviewed countries

S3 Platform Membership



Danube Transfer Centers – BW  pilot initiative to support the
competitiveness of enterprises in Danube Region

Project Ojective - fill the gap between research and 

innovation

Installation of Danube Technology Transfer Centers (DTC)

organized as “one-stop-shops” mainly for SMEs in regard 

of innovation & technology transfer.

Results

• 2 DTCs operational (Nitra, Cluj-Napoca)

• 3 DTCs ready to start (Vukovar, Novi-Sad, Ruse)

• 7 R&D organisations with project collaboration

Further multiplication of the DTCs with the support of:

• Danube Inco NET Project – Danube Region
• NoGAP Project - EaP



T5.2: Danube Transfer Centres

DTC on site workshops
Craiova November 2015, virtual meetings every two months in 2016

DTCs participating:
- DTC Cluj-Napoca (entry point) 
- DTC Nitra 
- DTC Vukovar 
- DTC Ruse (online)

DTC Candidates participating:
- Maribor (Slovenia)
- Bucharest (Romania)



Danube-INCO.NET website revision
Areas revised and 

upgraded



More visibility on www.danube-inco.net



Databases* and data integration

• News:  4076 (+439)

• Events: 2475 (+462)

• Calls: 948 (+318)

• Docs & Tools: 1675 (+353)

• Organisations: 2218 (+111)

• Projects: 381 (+ 111)

• Glossary: 145 (+20)
*as of 01/12/2015

 INFO FLOW needs to be constant 

 INFO (especially on EVENTS and 
DELIVERABLES) needs to be online 
promptly and has to be 
comprehensive

 All partners have editor roles, WP 
leaders are particularly responsible 
for WP´s related information on the 

portal

1814 new info items entered 

ca. 9 items / day

New C&D plan will contain Calendar of Events and a 

Template for requesting publication of information



Danube-INCO.NET new C&D products

36 pages 
500 issues printed

Brochure summarises 
the «Study of Co-
publications and Co-
Patents in the 
Danube Region»



Danube-INCO.NET new C&D products

New Roll-up 100 x 220 cm



Facebook



Twitter
590 tweets 

(+133%)

170 followers

(+135%) 

200 

impressions 

per day!



LinkedIN statistics 2016





MADE IN DANUBE
Transnational Cooperation to 

transform knowledge into 
marketable products and 
services for the Danubian

sustainable society of 
tomorrow



MADE IN DANUBE
Transnational Cooperation to transform knowledge into 

marketable products and services for the Danubian sustainable 
society of tomorrow

• Start date 01-01-2017

• End date30-06-2019

• Budget in Euro Overall: 1901275

• ERDF Contribution: 1518248,75

• IPA Contribution: 97835

• ENI Contribution: 0

• Call number Call 1

• Priority Innovative and socially responsible Danube 
regionSpecific objectiveImprove framework conditions 
for innovation



MADE IN DANUBE

The rising population and associated demand for renewable biological resources 

make Bioeconomya key element for smart and green growth in Europe and the Danube 

Region. Successful development of innovative services and new products in this field 

highly depend on an efficient collaboration between research organizations and regional 

companies.

For this reason Made in Danube will try to improve the conditions for this cooperation by 

developing open innovation tools which will match the needs of companies with the 

expertise of research organizations; By integrating three existing regional initiatives:

1.Smart and innovative precision farming (Nitra, Slovakia)

2.Competence Center in Wood Sector (Vukovar, Croatia)

3. Biofuel (Novi Sad, Serbia)

Made in Danube will further implement the developed tools and build 15 sustainable 

bioeconomy-based innovation partnerships involving 40 regional companies. This way 

Made in Danube will not only contribute to the competitiveness of SMEs in the South-

Eastern Danube Region but also generate significant change for the entire area by 

supporting regional Smart Specialisation Strategies.



ASSOCIATION= FULL ACCESS TO ALL ACTIVITIES



Under the Work Programme 2014-2015, the 
specific objective ‘Innovation in SMEs’ was funded 
by an estimated budget of EUR 67 million

- 33 million from DG RTD and

- 34 million from DG GROW - in 2015. 



‘Innovation in SMEs’ furthermore set the framework 
of implementation of the SME Instrument unique 
call, implemented by the Executive Agency for 
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME). In 
2015, a budget of over EUR 266.9 million ….





In 2015, 7 452 proposals were submitted in Phase 
1 amongst which 574 were selected for funding and

144 proposals out of the 3 556 proposals submitted 
in Phase 2, for an overall budget of EUR 266.870 
million
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ПОРЯДОК

реєстрації міжнародних науково-технічних програм і проектів, 

що виконуються в рамках міжнародного науково-технічного 

співробітництва українськими вченими, а також грантів, 

що надаються в рамках такого співробітництва

1. Цей Порядок розроблений на виконання частини п’ятої статті 
66 Закону України «Про наукову і науково-технічну діяльність» та 
визначає механізм державної реєстрації міжнародних науково-
технічних програм і проектів, що виконуються в рамках 
міжнародного науково-технічного співробітництва українськими 
вченими, а також грантів, що надаються в рамках такого 
співробітництва, усіх рівнів (далі – Міжнародно-технічні програми 
і/або проекти), та формування відповідного реєстру.



Thank you for your attention!

Oleg Rubel,

Institute of market problems and

economic-ecological reserches of NAS Ukraine

rubeloleg@gmail.com


